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"Well, thank God we've got a navy/5 I said to the
sergeant, who by this time had cooled off somewhat. I was
surprised to find that he spoke fluent Chinese.
We stood there chatting for a while, and then one of the
men came up and accused my native guide of abusing his
colleagues. He took up a threatening attitude and refused
to be pacified. Standing up on a hump of earth by the side
of the road he shouted to the others, who in a flash downed
tools and made for us. I'm afraid I made off down the
road pretty quick, and ran all the way back to our billets,
slamming the gate behind me. We were in a farm as usual,
and my comrades came running out of a barn, surprised to
see me in such a state. I had no time to explain, for the
Chinamen were at my heels and shouting and screaming
outside. A show-down seemed imminent, and since dis-
cretion is deemed the better part of valour we made our-
selves scarce. But my pursuers were not to be put off, and
picking up stones from the road they hurled them through
the windows of the house. This brought out our host, and
the fat was properly in the fire.
It was not long before the officers, too, came out. They
raised their voices above the din and spoke to the invaders
in no uncertain manner. They soon realized that further,
resistance might be fatal and slowly moved off. The
incident was, however, reported to the Officer Command-
Ing, and I was put under arrest.
" What for ? " I asked the sergeant-major.
"Dunno.   CXC.s orders."
But I was almost immediately released, when the full
facts became known.                  ,                       **
** The trouble is," said one of the officers, " it seems im-
possible to get anybody to fraternize with the Chinese
workers, and friction is difficult to avoid.'*
So much for the Top Hat Brigade. Three shillings a day
aad an umbrella. Profiteering I call it!
Tq close this account of the lighter side of the War, I
will tell a little story, concerning our American allies.
Two companies of American infantry happened to be
stationed near us when we were resting at a small village